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SAO PAULO MEGACITY: CAPITAL OF DESIGN [DESIRE]? 
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SAO PAULO MEGACITY: A QUESTION OF DESIRE [DESIGN]? 
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CITIES COVER LESS THAN ONE PER 
CENT OF THE EARTH'S SURFACE 
BUT...  
> AROUND 50 PER CENT OF THE 
WORLD’S  POPULATION LIVE IN 
CITIES  
> CONSUME SOME 75 PER CENT OF 
THE WORLD’S ENERGY 
> ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR 80 PER 
CENT OF GREENHOUSE GAS 
EMISSIONS 
(BY C40 CITIES-CLIMATE LEADERSHIP GROUP-CLINTON FOUNDATION) 
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✪ WHY TO DO 

• THE POPULATION OF THE CENTRAL DISTRICT HAS DECLINED STEADILY SINCE 
THE 1970S. DESPITE AMBITIOUS REVITALISATION PLANS, WEALTHY RESIDENTS 

AND BUSINESSES STILL MOVE OUT. THE POPULATION IS GROWING MOST IN 
PERIPHERAL AREAS WITH THE POOREST INFRASTRUCTURE.  

• THESIS: THE REUSE OF CENTRAL CITY URBAN VOIDS INSTEAD OF 
PERIPHERICAL SPRAWLING. COMPACT CITY = SUSTAINABLE CITY 

✪ WHAT TO DO:  

• TO OPERATE ON THE WASTELANDS AND TO USE THE POTENTIALITY OF THE 
URBAN VOIDS 

• THE EXISTING INFRASTRUCTE SHOULD SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
NEW METROPOLITAN TERRITORY 

• THE FRAGMENTS OF THE TERRITORY COULD ARTICULATE A NEW “CITY-
INSIDE-THE-CITY” 

• CONTEMPORARY URBAN PROJECTS SHOULD OPERATE WITH DINAMICS, 
FLEXIBILITY AND STRATEGIES: A DINAMIC URBANISM 

• THE CHALLENGE OF CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE IS TO WORK ON THE 
EXISTING CITY, INSTEAD OF ITS SUBSTUTION/NEGATION: TO RESTORE THE 

EXISTING CITY 

✪ HOW TO DO: 

• THE CREATION OF A LOCAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

• PRIVATE-PUBLICPARTNERSHIP WICH ALLOWS THE CONTUINUITY OF A 

A PROJECT FOR THE URBANREVITALIZATION OF AN OBSOLETE, ABANDONED 
INDUSTRIAL NEIGHBOURHOODALONGTHEDIAGONAL SUL 

URBANOPERATION (RAILROAD LINEAR AXIS) 

• INVESTMENTS FROM THE REAL ESTATE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW 
SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBORHOOD 

THE ISSUE 
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1  THE IDEA 

✪ WELL-BALANCED INTEGRATED URBAN DIMENSIONS: 

This new city model could be developed focusing the best delivery mechanisms to 
create high quality urban environments. The new territory is a unique opportunity 
to pioneering develop a strategy of urban intervention which contemplates both 

and well balanced the spatial/design aspects of the question as well as the 
process/delivery mechanisms of an urban project. 

✪ URBAN COMPACTNESS: 

It implies intensification, high density and mixed uses as opposed to low density, 
mono use urban sprawling process. The compact city development model has a 

potential for achieving more sustainability. High densities are much welcome.  

✪ INFRASTRUCTURAL REDEVELOPMENT: 

 The reuse of existing infrastructure is more sustainable than the creation of new 
areas. Encouraging smaller displacements, decreasing necessity for mobility and 

prioritizing the use of public and collective transport systems is also essential is this 
new city model inside the metropolitan old industrial territories. 

✪ SOCIO-SPATIAL DIVERSITY: 

Specific mechanisms of tax incentives could be designed to arrest the decline in 
physical fabric in old industrial urban areas, encouraging new developments and 

including the combination of a wide mix of land use, in balance with its 
surroundings. 

✪  A CITY INSIDE THE CITY: 

☀ CREATE NEW QUALITY IN PUBLIC SPACES 

☀  PROPOSE JOINT VENTURES BETWEEN PUBLIC POWER AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR 

TO STIMULATE THE CLEANING OF CONTAMINATED AREAS 

☀ PROMOTE PUBLIC EQUIPMENTS OF SYMBOLIC SIGNIFICANCE TO THE REGION AND 

OF INTENSE SOCIAL USE 

☀  ENHANCE PUBLIC INVESTMENTS (MUNICIPAL, STATE AND FEDERAL) 

☀  ATRACT AND ARTICULATE PUBLIC, PRIVATE AND INSTITUTIONAL INVESTMENTS  

☀  ENSURE INTEGRATED SUSTAINABILITY OF ALL ACTIONS (ORGANIZATIONAL AND 

FINANTIAL) 

☀ GENERATE A GLOBAL AND INCLUDENT PATTERN OF URBAN REGENERATION 

☀  IMPROVE THE TWO MAIN URBAN ELEMENTS TO REARTICULATE THE AREA (RIVER/

WATER AND TRAIN LINE/MOBILITY) 
THE IDEA 

THE TERRITORIAL DESCONTINUITIES OF DIAGONAL SUL OFFER A 
NEW URBAN PROJECT OPPORTUNITY: TO DEVELOP A 
METROPOLITAN TERRITORY, A COMPACT CITY INSIDE THE CITY, A 
SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBORHOOD WITHIN   
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GENERAL STRATEGY I APPROACHING PHASES  
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URBAN DIAGRAMS I PROJECT IMPLEMMENTATION STRATEGY 

✪ STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS: 

. THE RIVER 

. THE PUBLIC TRANPORTATION  SYSTEM 

. THE NEW STATIONS  

✪ GREEN GRADIENT 

AND 

✪ LINEAR PARK 

✪ HIGHER DENSITY MIXED 
USE URBAN BLOCKS 

(NEW MODEL AND 
EXISTING ONES) 
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STRATEGIC MASTERPLAN STRUCTURAL DIAGRAMS 
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✪ WELL-BALANCED INTEGRATED URBAN DIMENSIONS 

✪ SPATIAL CONTAINMENT / URBAN COMPACTNES 

✪ INFRASTRUCTURAL REDEVELOPMENT 

✪ SOCIO-SPATIAL DIVERSITY 

✪ A CITY INSIDE THE CITY 

STRATEGIC MASTERPLAN STRUCTURAL DIAGRAMS 



O ELEMENTO ESTRUTURADOR: MARQUISE LINEAR/EIXO INFRAESTRUTURAL 
☛  CONFIGURA A NOVA CENTRALIDADE NA DIAGONAL SUL 
☛  CONECTA AS ESTAÇOES (TREM, METRO E VLP) 
☛  ESTRUTURA A VERTICALIZAÇÃO (BARRAS DE SERVICOS/200m ALTURA) 
☛  ESTRURA AS TRANSPOSICOES E CONCEXOES TRANSVERSAIS (FERROVIA E RIO) 
☛  ORGANIZA AS INFRAESTRUTURAS URBANAS E OS NOVOS ESPAÇOS PUBLICOS:  
       parque linear/verdes/aguas/ciclovias/comercio/lazer/shopping mall 
☛  A DIAGONAL SUL GANHA UMA NOVA AV. PAULISTA: 
      mesma dimensao/4 km de eixo de vida urbana 

STRATEGIC MASTERPLAN I GENERAL IMPLANTATION 
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STRATEGIC MASTERPLAN I PROGRAM+AREAS 
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STRATEGIC MASTERPLAN IMPLANTATION I CITY CONTEXT 
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STRATEGIC MASTERPLAN OVERVIEW I INFRASTRUCTURAL AXIS AND LINEAR PARK 
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STRATEGIC MASTERPLAN OVERVIEW I INFRASTRUCTURAL AXIS: GROUND LEVEL LEISURE & MOBILITY HUB ACESS 
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